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Bisons are among the most abundant large mammals of the
Pleistocene of Europe or even of the whole Palearctic. Their
appearance in Western Europe occurred against a background
of major climatic change.

West European bison are represented by three or four li-
neages. Important characters for distinguishing Bison species
are horn chore and skull characteristics and the biometrics of
the metapodials. These are described for the fossil and living
West European Bison species (B. menneri, B. voigtstedtensis,
B. deginlii, B. schoetensacki, B. priscus, B. bonasus, B. priscus).
The observed morphological patterns are used for retracing the
evolution of Bison and its biogeographical history, suggesting
several dispersal events from Asia to Europe.

If truly a bison, Bison palacosinensis might be the oldest
bison. Its affinities and the minimum age of the Bos-Bison
split will be discussed.

At present Cephalophini are believed to be strictly African.
They have horn cores that are like short and simple spikes,
which are situated well behind the orbits. In Bovini, Alcela-
phini and some Caprini horn cores also moved backwards, but
there tend to be extensive sinuses in this area of the skull and
the horn cores are large and have more complex morphologies
than in Cephalophini. Neotragini are small antelopes, that have
spike-like horn cores, like the Cephalophini, but are easily
differentiated, by the fact that in Cephalophini, the base of the
horn core is entirely over the brain case, while in Neotragini
it is partially over the orbit. This is a derived feature in the
Cephalophini. Fossils having this morphology, were previously
assigned to different tribes, including Neotragini, but are more
likely Cephalophini and indicate a Eurasian record for this
tribe that is at least as old as the African one.
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